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Agriculture Commissioner Hyde-Smith Named to Class of the Country’s Top Outstanding 

Political Female Leaders 
 

The Governing Institute has named Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce Cindy Hyde-Smith to its 

Women in Leadership Class of 2017. This leadership program brings together outstanding elected women 

leaders from across the nation to acknowledge their contributions, provide leadership development, and to 

mentor the next generation of women leaders to run for office. Commissioner Hyde-Smith is one of 25 women 

selected for this honor. The class was selected based on career and educational accomplishments, 

recommendations, a commitment to actively participate, and the goal of seating a diverse class in a number of 

categories. The Governing Institute established this program to encourage and support women in government.  

 

Commissioner Hyde-Smith was elected as Mississippi’s Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce in 2011, 

and she is currently serving her second term in office. She is the first woman to hold this statewide position in 

the state. Prior to serving as the Ag Commissioner, Hyde-Smith represented District 39 in the Mississippi State 

Senate for 12 years. While serving as Senator, she was the Chairman of the Agriculture Committee for eight 

years.  
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